The CASE of the City of Exeter, 


Humbly Offered to the Conſideration of the Honourable Houſe of COMMONS, by Hugh Speke, Elq; 


24 HE City of Exeter in the Reign of King Charles the Firſt, finding an Inconvenience in the Yearly 
Choice of their Mayor, Sheriff, Receiver, Bayliffs, and other Officers of the laid City, did hum- 
bly Pecition His Majeſty to grant them a New Charter; And His ſaid May, for preventing all 
Queſtions, Inconveniences, Strifes, and to avoid all Popular Tumules and Diſorders, in EleRion of 
FR: their {aid Officers, His Majeſty did grant by His ſaid Charter, That the Mayor, Aldermen, and 

$ Common Council, ſhould chuſe Two from amongſt themſelves, who had paſled the Office of Recci- 
ver, andthe Free-men of the ſaid City were to chule one of them tobe Mayor for che Year enſuing, 
$ and the Four and twenty of the Common Council are ro Nominate Sheriff, Receiver, Baylifts, and 
other Officers ; which laid EleRions are Ordained and Appointed by the ſaid Charter, to be made An- 
nually che Monday before Michaclina; day, and the Perſons ſo Elefted are to be Sworn the Monday after, and no other days what- 
loever. 

And King Charles the Firſt by the ſaid Charter, confirmed unto the ſaid City, all former Charters, and added in the {aid Char- 
ter, new Liberties and Priviledges, very advantagious to the City of Exeter. 

This good Charter was balely and cs ſurrendred into the Hands of King Charles the Second, by theſe Perſons 
whole Names are under-written, and are now living, being then Members of chat Chamber that ſurrendred the (aid Charter , 
and are now again Members of the Preſent Illegal Chamber, and Governors in the ſaid City, let up by Sir Edward Seymour, 
who was then Governor of the ſaid City, rchen Prince of Orange. 


Chriſtopher Broderidge, Mayor. John (arwithen. 


William Sanford, Alderman. Jobn Snell. 
Henry Smith, Alderman. Edward Croſs. 
7ohn Cholwell, Sheriff. Edward Seaward, the preſent 


Chriſtopher Bale , the Receiver, Illegal Sheriff. 
now the Preſent lllegal Mayor. Robert Hutchings. 
: Robert Dabyot. Flumphrey Lee. 
: George Saffin. Richard Tſaacke, the preſent Illegal Town-Clerk. 


By which Surrender, King Charles the Second reſerved a Power in a New Charter then granted to the ſaid City, todiſplace 
all Officers whatſoever, ar His Will and Pleaſure ; whereby the Government of the ſaid City became abſolutely precarious, 
and at the King'sdiſpoſal. | 

The lace King Jam-- the Second,the 17th of Offober, 1688. ſometime before his Preſent Majeſties happy Landing at Torbay, ſers 
forth his Proclamuuimcior Reſtoring Corporations to their Ancient Charters, Liberties, Rights, and Franchiſes ; wherein He 
commands all Mayors, Aldermen, Sheriffs, and other Officers, to take upon them to att as formerly they had done, before the 
Surrender ; and in caſe there was any vacancy by death, or otherwiſe, chen only to proceed to Election, altho the days of 
Eleion, by their Ancient Charters and Conſticutions, were paſt. 

The Mayor Chriſt,p er Broderidge, and the Sheriff John Cholwell, are ſtill living ; and by virtue of this Proclamation, and the 
lace King's Mandan, us, which came to Exeter the Saturday before the King Landed at Torbay, the ſaid Broderidge, and the reſt 
above-named took upon them the Government of the ſaid Ciry, and (ſo continued till his preſent Majeſty came to Exeter. 

When his Majeſty came to Exeter, which was Fryday gth. of November, he ent for the ſaid Broderidge, the then Mayor, and 
the reſt of his Brethren, and molt graciouſly acquainted them that he was come to ſave them, their Religion, Liberties and 
Properties ; and expected they would readily join with him, and provide Quarters for his Souldiers with the leaſt Trouble 
they could tothe Inhabitants of the City, bur the Mayor and all of them abſolutely and poſicively refuſed to at; except George 
Tathill Eſq; one of the Ancienteſt Aldermen : Upon which His now Majeſty made the laid Tathill Mayor of the ſaid City. 

V hen his Majeſty Advanc'd from F xeter, Sir Edward Seymour was left Governour of the ſaid City, who was likewile Recorder 
a the time of the Surrender of the ſaid Charter,and the ſaid Sir Edward Seymour ſome time after his Majeſty left the ſaid Ciry,to 
wit, the 26th. of November, notwithſtanding the day of Eleftion was paſt, being to be by the Charter on the Monday before 
Michaelmas day, and notwithſtanding the Mayor and Sheriffs that were ſo at the time of the Surrender of the ſaid Charter are 
Living, yet the ſaid Sir Edward Seymour went to an EleEtion, and Chriſtopher Bale was then choſen Mayor, and Edward Seaward was 
then choſen Sheriff, and the ſaid Bale and Sexrward,as likewiſe the reſt of the Aldermen and Officers,ſwallowed the Oaths very rea- 
dily to be True and Faithful ro King James the Second, at that time, when all other good Proteſtants were declaring againſt 
him, and were aſlociating for his preſent Majeſty. 

The ſaid Chriſtopher Bale, the preſent pretended Mayor, having before and at the Election, bribed ſeveral of the Inhabicants 
of the ſaid City of Exeter, and terrified others by ſtriking and beating them, is now returned to ſerve in Parliament by the 
preſenc Illegal Sheriff Seaward, though neither of them were duly Elefted according to the Charter, and therefore as well this 
Return, as likewiſe whatever elſe they have aCted, is all void, and they liable to innumerable Actions for ſo ating. 

Beſides the (aid Bale was notoriouſly concern'd in the ſurrender of King Charles the Firlt his Charter, for the ſaid Mr. Bale 
and Richard ]ſaack the then Town Clerk, with ſome others,came up to Lendon with the ſaid Charter,and were the Perſons that tur- 
rendred it into the hands of King Charles the Second; ſo forward and ative was the ſaid Mr. Bale and the reſt of them, in per- 
fidiouſly betraying the Truſt repoſed in them. The reſt of the Caſe of Hugh Speke, Eſq; is inſerted in his Petition. 


